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SUBJECT: ERG TO CLOSE CONSULATE IN WINDHOEK 

SUMMARY: FRG HAS ANNOUNCED DECISION TO CLOSE ITS 
CONSULATE IN WINDHOEK BY OCTOBER 3 1 . END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 9, THE ERG ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD 
CLOSE ITS ONE-MAN CONSULATE IN WINDHOEK BY OCTOBER 31. 
CONSULAR FUNCTIONS FOR GERMAN ETHNICS WILL BE ASSUMED 
BY "TRUSTEE ATTORNEYS ’ RESIDENT IN NAMIBIA. 

2. EONMIN GENSCHER BROUGHT THE FONOFE PROPOSAL TO THE 
FRG CABINET MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 7 FOR DISCUSSION AND 
RATIFICATION. THE CABINET'S CONCURRENCE WAS COMMUNI- 
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GATED TO THE BUNDESTAG'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
LATER THE SAME DAY. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE FONOFF, THE ERG AMBASSADOR IN 
PRETORIA HAD DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED CLOSING WITH THE 
SAG AND SOUGHT SAG AGREEMENT ON A TRANSITIONAL ARRANGE- 
MENT WHICH WOULD PROVIDE GERMANS IN NAMIBIA WITH SOME 
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DEGREE OE PROTECTION IN THE PRE-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD. 

THE SAG RAISED NO MAJOR OBJECTION TO THE PRINCIPLE OE 
NAMING "TRUSTEE ATTORNEYS" BUT REEUSED TO CONSIDER 
GIVING THEM ANY EORMAL STATUS, LEAVING THE LEGAL 
QUESTION OPEN. DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE ERG AND SAG 
ARE CONTINUING. 

4. IN CONJUNCTION WITH ITS ANNOUNCEMENT OE THE CLOSING 
OE THE CONSULATE, THE EONOFE ALSO REVEALED TWO OTHER 
CHANGES IN THE ERG-NAMIBIA RELATIONSHIP: (A) THE 
UNILATERAL EXCLUSION OF NAMIBIA FROM THE PROVISIONS OP 
THE ERG-SOUTH AFRICAN CULTURAL AGREEMENT, AND (B) THE 
INTEGRATION AS OP SEPTEMBER 1977 OP THE PRIVATE GERMAN 
SCHOOL IN WINDHOEK. BOTH STEPS HAD BEEN UNDER DIS- 
CUSSION POR MANY MONTHS. 

5. COMMENT: THIS ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN EXPECTED SINCE 
MAY, WHEN GENSCHER'S VIEWS ON THE SUBJECT HAD BEEN 
LEAKED TO THE PRESS. HE COULD HAVE CLOSED THE 
CONSULATE BY ADMINISTRATIVE FIAT AT ANY TIME (MERELY 
TRANSPERRING THE INCUMBENT TO BONN WITHOUT SENDING A 
REPLACEMENT). HOWEVER, THE POLITICIAN IN GENSCHER COMPELLED 
HIM ON A LONG AND SOMEWHAT NON-PRODUCTIVE EPPORT TO 

TRY TO CONVINCE THE OPPOSITION THAT LONG-TERM GERMAN 
INTERESTS (BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE NAMIBIA) WERE BEST 
SERVED BY CLOSING THE CONSULATE NOW. ALTHOUGH THERE 
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HAS BEEN RELATIVELY LITTLE COMMENT ON THE CLOSURE 
ITSELF, CHARGES OP ABANDONING THE ETHNIC GERMANS IN 
NAMIBIA ARE SURE TO BE HEARD IN COMING WEEKS AS THE 
OPPOSITION SEEKS TO DISCREDIT THE GOVERNMENT BY 
ATTACKING, INTER ALIA, ITS POLICY TOWARD SOUTHERN 
APRICA. 

MEEHAN 


LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSULATES, CLOSURE OF OFFICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN14988 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770332-0408 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770971/aaaaciba.tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 444e0548-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1300306 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRG TO CLOSE CONSULATE IN WINDHOEK SUMMARY: FRG HAS ANNOUNCED DECISION TO CLOSE ITS CONSULATE IN 
WINDHOEK BY OCTOBER 31 . END SUMMARY. 

TAGS: PDEV, PDIP, WA, SF, GE, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/444e0548-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



